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Superintendent's Corner 
By Alan Hardee 

 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed our 3 month summer 
clinic series. We finished up in August with great 
weathering tips from Jack Parker, MMR. You can see 
more of his work this month when we visit Jackôs P & W 
Railroad for the Annual CSD Picnic on Sept. 21. 
Members and families are invited to this event. You 
bring a side dish and/or dessert, and the division 
provides the drinks, burgers, and hotdogs. Please 
register on the CSD website so we have a headcount. 
A big Thank You to Neal Anderson, MMR 641 for having 
us visit his layout in August for the meeting, lunch, and 
afternoon operating session. I think we all had a great 
time and helped a few members with their Chief 
Dispatcher requirements. I hope to see more AP 
Certificates awarded soon.  

Donôt forget to register for the MER Convention in 
King of Prussia, PA. The convention runs October 10 ï 
13. Go to 

 http://libertybellspecial.org/registration  

to complete the registration. We have several members 
driving up so you might get lucky to catch a carpool for 
the trip. I hope to see you there. Now, on to more 
exciting articles that Ed has for us this month. 

 

 
 
 

 

Division Coming 
Events  

(See CSD Website 
for further details)  

 
Wadeõs Train Town 

Open House  
Saturday Sept  14th 
10:00am ð 2:00pm  

Brookford 
Community Bldg  
1700 S Center St.  

Hickor y, NC 
 

CSD Monthly 
meeting theme for 
September is our 

ANNUAL PICNIC at 
the home of  

Jack Parker, MMR . 
Saturday Sept  21st   

1:00 -5:00pm  
12012 Abernathy Rd, 
Charlotte, NC 2821 6 

 
This is a members 

and family -only 
event. CSD will 

provide drinks and 
burgers.  We ask 

members to bring a 
side dish or dessert.  

 
REGISTER HERE 

 

http://libertybellspecial.org/registration
http://carolinasouthern.org/generaleventregister.html
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Editor's Notes 

By Ed Gumphrey 

 

Here I am, late again.  I had the best intentions of 
finishing the edition of our newsletter during the Labor Day 
weekend.  As usual, life got in the way. 

Unlike last month, I will provide you with an excuse, or 
at least an explanation. As I was doing what I thought would be 
the final story entry on Labor Day, the governor of South 
Carolina ordered evacuations in Beaufort County, SC under the 
threat of hurricane Dorian.  I had abandon the computer and 
get ready to host seven family members and their two dogs 
while they left Beaufort to take refuge at our home in Shelby. 

Despite the negative cause, it was a delightful week 
catching up on news and reliving years of memories.  After 
Dorian moved up the coast, they allowed time for power 
restoration, and headed back home today (Sunday). The good 
news is they returned to very little damage from the storm.  

Hopefully thatôs the only impact weather will have on my 
planning as well as the Divisionôs.  Make sure you plan to join 
us for our annual picnic at the home of Jack Parker, MMR. 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST 

1:00 ï 5:00 PM 

12012 Abernathy Rd., 

Charlotte, NC 28216 

 

To help planning, please register for the picnic. 

 

Enjoy the September edition, and I look forward to seeing you on the 21st.  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES  
I target the 1 st of each month for publication. Please submit articles for publication 

by the 27 th of each month.  
The preferred format is MS Word, but I can convert most other formats.  

For questions and help, email me at editor@carolinasouthern.org  

UPCOMING  
AREA TRAIN EVENTS  

 
 

Autumn Rails 20 19 
Friday October 4 th 

12:00 -7:00pm  
Saturday October 5 th 

10:00am ð 4:00pm  
WNC Agriculture Center  

Fletcher, NC 28732  
 

Columbia SC  
Model Train Show  

Saturday, October 12 th 
9:00am ð 3:00pm  

Jamil Shrine Temple,  
206 Jamil Rd.  

Columbia, SC 29210  
 

Simpsonville SC  
Model Train Show  

Saturday, October 26 th 
9:00am ð 3:00pm  

Simpsonville Activity & 
Senior Center  

310 W. Curtis Street  
Simpsonville, SC 29681  

 

http://carolinasouthern.org/generaleventregister.html
mailto:editor@carolinasouthern.org
http://www.wncagcenter.org/events/2019/autumn-rails-train-show
https://www.southcarolinatradeshows.com/
https://www.southcarolinatradeshows.com/
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DIVISION AND REGIONAL NEWS 
By Ed Gumphrey 

 

CSDôs August meeting was held on Saturday, August 17th at the home of our newest Master 
Model Railroader, Neal Anderson.  There was a good turnout, with 14 members in 
attendance. Up front, our thanks to Neal for hosting the meeting and again, congratulations 
on achieving your goal so quickly. 

 
Superintendent Alan Hardee opened the meeting with an introduction to the upcoming clinic on 
weathering techniques by Jack Parker, MMR.  He also highlighted the success of the July meeting 
when members applied decals to the boxcar shells they had airbrushed in June.  Alan then turned 

the meeting over to Neal for a few brief  comments about the status of convention planning.  

Key points were: 
 

¶ Arrangements for the banquet dinner are essentially finalized.  It will be a plate 

dinner, not a buffet and all food choices will be gluten-free.  Menu choices will 

include herb roasted chicken, NY strip steak, or a vegetarian option. 

¶ There will be a breakfast option. 

¶ A guest speaker has not yet been identified. 

¶ The special website for the convention is prepared, and will be ready for launch after 

the 2019 convention (Liberty Bell Special). 

¶ Let Neal Anderson know if you are willing to give a clinic during the convention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Superintendent Alan Hardee makes opening 

comments at the June meeting. 

 
All kidding aside, Neal really was brief in his update 

comments on convention planning. 
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After Nealôs remarks, MER AP Manager Dave Chance joined Neal at center stage to present him 
with his Merit Awards for the locomotives he presented for evaluation; his Achievement Certificate 
for Motive Power; and his certificate and plaque for MMR. Check it out on the AP News Update 
on page  
 
There was a brief shuffle as we decided to relocate where Jack Parker would present his 
weathering clinic.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coverage of Jack Parkerôs clinic on weathering starts on page 6. 
 
After Jackôs clinic, it was lunch time.  Thanks to the Division for providing our pizza lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
After lunch, it was back downstairs for some operations.  Neal Anderson continued with his 
generous offering to let members work toward their Achievement Certificates for 
Dispatcher.  Andrew Sadler, Scott Perry and Henry Reeves are almost finished.  The 
session also provided Ed Smith and Joe Trzybinski an opportunity to get started. 
  

 
IƳƳƳΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ 

 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙere. 

 
There were plenty of pizza choices. 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ 
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.ƻō IŀƭǎŜȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴΩǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ WƻŜ ¢ǊȊȅōƛƴǎƪƛΦ 

 
Andrew Sadler controls his train from the back side of the 

steel mill. 

 
Gil Brauch, MMR and Ed Smith start a consist rolling. 
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WEATHERING Clinic by Jack Parker, MMR 
 
Jack opened his clinic with some general discussion about weathering, including the philosophy 
of applying weathering to our models.  If the goal is a realistic recreation of prototype railroads in 
miniature, then including the effects of mother nature needs to be part of the recipe.  Throughout 
his comments, Jack emphasized that weathering also reflects an individual modelerôs perception.  
For examples of how prototype cars look over time, use the internet and search for photographs 
that can provide guidance.  Key points that Jack highlighted are: 
 

o Weathering includes the effects of 

natural paint fading and deterioration 

o Emulate nature ï water runs down the 

sides of cars, etc. 

o Rust spreads over time and around 

damaged areas 

o Weathering highlights contours on 

railroad cars 

o Structures show the effects of weather 

too 

o Vary the amount of weathering ï do it in 

batches so there is more variation 

Jack then started showing how he uses weathering powders.  Jack uses Doc OôBrienôs and others; 
Ed Smith showed us assortment packages from Pan Pastels. Sources are plentiful, and a quick 
internet search will show several brands, or you can simply use these links.  The Divisionôs main 
hobby shop, The Little Choo Choo Shop in Spencer carries Monroe Models weathering powders, 
among others.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the clinic, other members offered up tips and suggestions as well as posing 
questions.  The real ñmeatò of the clinic, though, was watching Jack apply weathering to a 
boxcar.  When he was ready to start, he picked up a boxcar he had brought with him. Neal 

 
Jack Parker uses Doc OΩBrienΩs weathering 

powders. 

 
Ed Smith showed the group his assorted colors 

from Pan Pastels. 

 
Jack Parker, MMR, talks about the philosophy of 
weathering. 

https://www.micromark.com/Doc-ObrienS-Powders
http://www.modelingcolors.com/
https://www.littlechoochooshop.com/
http://monroemodels.us/aim.weathering.htm
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Anderson jumped in and volunteered to have Jack work on one of his. It provided a good 
chuckle for all, and was a smart way to get one of his cars weathered by a master. Iôll let the 
pictures and captions tell the storyé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Jack Parker, MMR, keeps his weathering powder 
in small condiment cups, all labeled with their 

colors.  Some are blends of stock colors. 

 
Jack Parker applies a rust color to the roof of a 

boxcar. 

 
After applying the powders to the whole car, Jack 

wipes off excess. 

 
The final step of JackΩs process is to wet down the 

car. At first it almost makes the weathering 
disappears ς but wait until it dries. 

 
The dry application is completed. 
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After Jack parkerôs demonstration, several members stepped up to try their hand at it.  A 
couple of members offered additional tips.  Gil Brauch, MMR, showed us three N scale 
covered hoppers to illustrate three phases of weathering.  Gil also passed around a hopper 
car that had the cargo area weathered with black pastel that included a touch of glitter ï the 
effect is impressive for the remnants of shiny flakes of coal ï I only regret that my attempt to 
capture the effect in a photo was not successful.  Finally, Gil showed us how to use an india 
ink solution to highlight details. 

 
Neal AndersonΩs C&NW boxcar ς before weathering 

 
Neal AndersonΩs boxcar ς after Jack ParkerΩs weathering job 
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Make sure you join us for the picnic at Jack Parkerôs house on September 21st to see Jackôs 
widely varied degrees of weathering on his freight cars and operate trains on the P&W.  

 
Joe Trzybinski applies weathering to a Tropicana 
boxcar shell he painted and decaled during the 

previous two CSD meetings.. 

 
A follow-up from August ς Henry ReevesΩ custom 
printed decals for his HJR Software boxcar turned 

out well. 

 
Gil Brauch, MMR showed us three cars to illustrate stages of 

weathering.  On top ς a new car, unweathered. In the center, a light 
dusting of grime. On the bottom, a car thatΩs starting to show rust and 

more fading. 


