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Superintendent's Corner 
By Alan Hardee 

 
 
    Well, we finally made it to September. Normally we would 

be ready for the annual picnic at Jack Parkers. Unfortunately, 
nothing has changed from last month. We are still in Phase 2 of 
restrictions so still no meeting this month. I hope everyone has 
been using the free time to work on your layout. I have recently 
completed the helix that connects the lower and upper levels to 
complete the loop on my Carolina Central Railway. 
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Division Coming 
Events  

(See CSD Website  for 
further details)  

 

IN KEEPING WITH 

COMMUNITY 

EFFORTS AGAINST 

THE CORONA VIRUS, 

ALL DIVISION 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE 

MONTH OF 

SEPTEMBER HAVE 

BEEN CANCELLED.  

 

 
 

 

http://carolinasouthern.org/
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I  have recently installed 20 feet of backdrop from Trackside Scenery on the upper level. 
It worked out really well as the windows on the backdrop building line up perfectly with the 
windows of my building kits. Please check them out for your background needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now on to a few other projects such as more building kits, static grass with my new Woodland 
Scenics applicator, and for Neal, finally some ballast. Hopefully we can get together soon to see 
everyoneôs ñCOVID PROJECTS.ò Keep modeling and remember, Model Railroading is FUN. 
 

 

Editor's Notes 
By Ed Gumphrey  

 

Iôm not going to say very much from my point of view 
as editor this month.  I hope everyone is staying safe.  I know 
weôre all looking forward to the return of normal activities.  As 
Alan noted above, at least it presents some opportunity for 
getting some projects done. 

PLEASE read Gil Brauchôs brief note on the next page 
about a service opportunity. 

As always, I hope you enjoy this edition.  I welcome 
your feedback and recommendations.  Of course Iôm always 
looking for new authors as well.  Let me see what youôve been 
doing so we can share your experience throughout the 
Divison. 

SUBMISSION GUIDE LINES 
I target the 1 st of each month for publication. Please submit articles for publication 

by the 27 th of each month.  
The preferred format is MS Wo rd, but I can convert most other formats.  

For questions and help, email me at editor@carolinasouthern.org  

UPCOMING  
AREA TRAIN EVENTS  

 
 

SCHEDULES FOR AREA 
TRAIN EVENTS ARE NOT 

CLEARLY DEFINED.  
 

MEMBERS WILL BE 
NOTIFIED OF 

SCHEDULED EVEN TS OF 
INTEREST WHEN NEW 

INFORMATION IS 
RECEIVED.  

 
IN THE MEANTIME, STAY 

SAFE AND HEALTHY . 

 
 

https://tracksidescenery.com/
mailto:editor@carolinasouthern.org
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The position of Webmaster for the Carolina Southern Division is available as of January 

2021. This is an opportunity for anyone who is interested in working toward their Association 

Volunteer Achievement Program certificate to build up points very quickly. Since announcing my 

óretirementô from the position last month, I have had no response from anyone interested. It 

would be a shame for our primary means of digital communication to fall into dormancy next 

year. Especially in these uncertain times, we need to have every means possible to 

communicate available to us. 

There are no really special requirements for the position. It mainly involves making 

monthly updates to activities and information available via the internet. Please contact me at 

webmaster@carolinasouthern.org and I will be glad to discuss it with you. I will also work with 

whomever wishes to volunteer to make a smooth transition. 

  

 

 

NEEDS  

YOU  
 

mailto:webmaster@carolinasouthern.org
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DIVISION AND REGIONAL NEWS 
By Ed Gumphrey 

 

The Division continues having to cancel any activities during August.  As our 
Superintendent noted in his monthly comments, hopefully things will be better soon. 

 

 Social media postings by Division members continued to decline last month with one 
notable exception.  Following up on his opening post in late July, Seth Gartner made several 
posts as he continued installing scenery in a section of his railroad. His captions explain 
what heôs doing.  In addition to showing his scenery work, Seth took a couple of ñsidingsò to 
discuss ballasting and photo backdrops.  Check out  this series of posts on Sethôs NYC 
Piney Fork Branch page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/2475018066088907 

 

 Speaking of Seth, his personal Facebook page taught me something new about him.  
Itôs not railroad related, but Iôll sneak it in anywayé. 

 

 It turns out Seth is the proud owner of a 1924 Packard.  From his posted comments, 
Seth got the car from his father, who had gotten a promise of ñfirst dibsò from the original 
owner.  Seth is the third owner of this beautiful car.  Too cool for words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 
Seth GartnerΩs 1924 Packard.  Photo frame from Facebook Video posting. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2475018066088907
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A little less than a year from now, The Southeastern Region (SER) will be holding 

their 2021 Convention very close to our Division.  Hosted by our neighboring Palmetto 
Division, the event will be held in Greenville, SC June 10-13, 2021. 
 

 Dave Winans, Co-Chairman for the SER 2021 Convention is looking for any 
CSD members who would be interested in presenting clinics at the convention in June 2021. 
For those of you who present clinics at RMU and/or had planned on giving clinics during 
the cancelled 2020 convention, SER would be a great opportunity for you to spread your 
expertise event further.  Contact by e-mail to clinics@SwampRabbitExpress.org 
 

Their website at www.swamprabbitexpress.org is already populated with some 
interesting information.  Iôll publish more information about this event as we get closer.   

 

 

  

mailto:clinics@SwampRabbitExpress.org
http://www.swamprabbitexpress.org/
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A TALE OF THREE LOCOS & A FALLEN FLAG 
Part 2 

By Duncan Parker 

A PLACE TO RUN 

 
With the Shay complete, I needed a place to run it. With no local club tracks available to 

run on, at that time, I decided to build my own Railroad. 
 

ñRocky Branch Lineò 
 

Note: the Rocky Branch Line is now a fallen flag, abandoned in favor of an N scale empire. 
 

I bought extruded aluminum rail in 10ô sections, made ties cut from treated 2x4ôs and 
began laying track. When the track was first started I didnôt really know where I was going with 
it, like Topsy it just grew. Over time I developed the plan above and away I went. As the track 
got longer I was able to run the Shay further and further, but only back and forth, booorrring. 

 
It took a number of years to construct a Round House, Turntable, and the section of track 

from ñBamboo Flatò via ñFlat Bottomò to ñDuck Rest Bridgeò and finally close the loop at ñBamboo 
Flatò. I was now able to run trains all the way around our half acre pond (ñLakeò in 1/8th scale). 
Chicken Run was the last division added. The Highland Division was never completed although 
Twin Bridges was and a portion of the Highland Division ROW was graded and ready for track. 
 

The name Chicken Run came into being one day while I was running a train across the 
high line on the dam. Our pet chicken, Henrietta, got on the track ahead of me and refused to 
get off. I slowed to a crawl and tooted the whistle as she trotted a few feet ahead of the 
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locomotive. She ran the full length of the high line before jumping off just before ñDuck Rest 
bridgeò. 

 
While l was constructing the railroad I realized that I was going to need a locomotive more 

robust then the little Shay to deliver the rail, ties, ballast and other materials needed for the job 
at hand. 
 

Enter my second locomotive. Rocky Branch Line Loco No. 4 
 

I purchased my second engine, a RMI Railworks, Transfer Switcher kit. The engine 
was a 1/5 scale 7.5ò gauge, 24volt, battery operated narrow gauge diesel locomotive. To 
complete the switcher kit required some parts assembly, painting, installing the batteries, 
controller, and wiring. As for the kit bashing, I modified the cab windows, added an air 
compressor, operating air brakes, air horn, electronic flashing ditch lights and a sound system. 
I also built a riding car for the engineer, a simple flat car with a lawn tractor seat. When I finished 
building the locomotive it weighed in at 310 lbs. 

 

  

New Roll Models Transfer Switcher. 

The frame and body painted, batteries and 

wiring installed, ready for the body and trucks to be 

attached. 

  


